2 Samuel 6

King David wanted to return the ark to Jerusalem.  He made a new cart to carry the ark, and assembled all of the people.  They sang and danced and praised God all along the way

Suddenly, the oxen stumbled causing the cart to become unstable.  Uzzah, walking beside the cart, instinctively put out his hand to steady the ark.  The LORD immediately struck him dead.

David became angry, presumably at the LORD, for striking down Uzzah.  This caused David to become very afraid to move the ark any further, so he decided to leave it at the nearby house of Obed-Edom.  The ark remained there for three months when David heard how blessed Obed-Edom was because the ark was in his house.

So, David makes arrangements to bring the ark to Jerusalem.  This time he has the priests carry the ark, the way the LORD had instructed in Numbers.  David makes sacrifices every six steps and dances before the ark all the way into Jerusalem.  Upon arriving, he places the ark into a tent and gives every man and woman bread

Everyone seemed to appreciate David except his wife Michal, who was Saul’s daughter.  She thought David made a fool of himself, but David did not care.  He would praise the LORD.  Because of her disrespect, God prevented Michal from having children.

David appeared to do everything right.  He truly wanted to honor God and to bring the ark into Jerusalem.  However, he did it his way instead of the LORD’s way.  He did not look to God’s word to find out what God had said about transporting the ark.  It was only to be CARRIED by the priests.  Likewise, Uzzah did not mean any disrespect, but ignorance of God’s word is not an excuse.  God could not excuse Uzzah or others would have made their excuses.  

It would be hard to imagine what life was like in Obed-Edom’s home, living with the ark.  We do know they were so blessed that others noticed.  This gives us an idea of what life is like living with the Holy Spirit of God.  

We also see the danger of ridiculing those who praise God.  Michal was more concerned with appearances than with honoring God.  She detested her husband, the LORD’s anointed, and God struck her barren.

We need to listen to God’s word and not change it.  We can’t do something and hope that because it looks good, God will accept it.  We cannot develop our own style of worship; we must worship God in spirit and in truth – His Spirit and His truth.
